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Mike: Are you enjoying your stay?

Mr. Scott: Yes, very much. I'm impressed with your company.

Mike: Thank you. I'm happy to hear that. Is this your first time 
　　　in California?

Mr. Scott: No, I've visited my daughter in Los Angeles, but this 
　　　　　is my first trip to San Francisco.

Mike: What's your impression so far?

Mr. Scott: Well, the air is very clean and the people are very 
　　nice.

Mike: I agree. You mentioned that your daughter is in L.A.

Mr. Scott: Yes, she's studying accounting at UCLA.

Mike: Wonderful. You must be proud. Do you have any other 
　　　children?
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Questions

1. Have you ever met someone and you couldn't remember 　

　　his/her name? What did you do?

2. What kind of interesting facts can you tell about yourself?

Expressions

1. I think introductions are in order.

　I'd like you to meet my colleagues.

　Please say hello to my colleagues.

　Let me introduce you to my colleagues.

2. It's a pleasure to meet you.

　Thank you for inviting me.

　It's an honor to meet you.

　I've heard a lot about you.

3. Your Japanese is excellent!

　I didn't know you speak Japanese!

　I'm very impressed!

　What a surprise! You can speak Japanese!
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Questions

1. Have you ever met someone and you couldn't remember 　

　　his/her name? What did you do?

2. What kind of interesting facts can you tell about yourself?

Expressions

You and your partner are at an international conference. It's your third time 

attending so you know some of the fellow-delegates. The business cards below are 

theirs. Use the information below and practice introducing new people. Have a 

conversation and introduce each person to your partner. 

 

 

 

Take A Break

●When you introduce someone, say more than just the person's name and job

title. Introduce people with interesting facts about them. For example: "This is my 

associate Joe. He just came back from Florida." This will lead to a smooth 

conversation piece.

Any other tip? ____________________________________

______________________________________________

Exercise
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Questions

1. Is it okay to talk business over a meal in your country? Or 

　do people only talk about business at the office? Which do 

   you prefer?

2. What is the topic you really hate to talk about? What do you 

say if someone asks you　about that?

Expressions

1. Are you enjoying your stay?

 Are you having a good time?

 I hope everything's okay.

 What do you think of my company so far?

2. What's your impression so far?

 What do you think about San Francisco?

 Tell me what you think about San Francisco so far.

 Is it what you expected?

3. You mentioned that your daughter is in L.A.

 Did you say your daughter is in L.A.?

 Did I hear you say that your daughter is in L.A.?

 Correct me if I'm wrong but you have a daughter in L.A.?
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 I hope everything's okay.

 What do you think of my company so far?

2. What's your impression so far?

 What do you think about San Francisco?

 Tell me what you think about San Francisco so far.
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Situation 1

Take a look at the topics listed below. Circle the ones that look like good topics 

when socializing with a foreign visitor whom you don't know very well. Also, put a 

cross on the ones that look like inappropriate topics for small talk. Think of other 

good topics too. Share your choices and the reasons with your partner.

 

Situation 2

People get to know each other by asking questions, and follow-up questions are 

very important to keep a conversation going. With your partner, think of what you 

can ask as a follow-up question.

 

Take a Break

Some good small talk topics include weather, hobbies, sports, etc.

Avoid negative news like politics, natural disasters, etc.

If you have trouble with small talk, prepare topics to talk about beforehand.

Any other tip? 

Exercise

art

business

current events

family and children

weather

food

music

holidays

fashion

hobbies

money

sports

movies

politics

history

Did you see the news today?

Have you had a holiday this year?

Have you seen any good movies?

What kind of music do you like?

What's your favorite food?

Questions Follow-up Questions
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